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Katrina Volunteer Ceremony 
Member: Rep. John Kline (MN-02)
Staff Contact: Steven Sutton/Brooke Dorobiala 

PREPARATION
Who is involved? (District staff, DC staff, etc.)
District staff members are in charge of preparing for the event by monitoring the local 
newspapers for articles on volunteer activities done on behalf of Hurricane Katrina vic-
tims, securing an event location, sending out invitations, preparing the certificates, and 
executing the event.

Are any outside groups involved? (Schools, Local Business, Law Enforcement, etc.)
No outside groups are directly involved; however, outside groups (students’ councils, girl 
scouts/cub scouts, companies) are recognized at the ceremony.

Timeframe for preparation: (How long does it take to plan this event?)
Event preparation should begin at least two months ahead of time.

Press Component
What press did you invite:
We invited the local daily/weekly newspapers.

What went into your press plan for the event? (Media Advisory, Calls to the local media 
to invite them, op-ed leading up to the event, advertising the event if is was open to the 
public…)
We originally mentioned the recognition ceremony in an op-ed in November 2005, and 
then followed up with calls to each local newspaper that had a local volunteer being rec-
ognized.

Other Important Information:
How often do you hold this event?
The event has been held twice.

Other important tips for someone planning an event like this:
An event like this targets many groups and individuals and gets great press coverage.  
The most important tip is to extend the invitation and allow individuals being recognized 
to bring their family members and friends.  This allows for other individuals to interact 
with the Congressman.  It is also important to do follow up on this event.  Photos taken 
after the ceremony with the Congressman should be sent to those that were recognized, 
and certificates should be sent to those that were not able to attend.
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